
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Heidy Carruthers        

Department: Foreign Languages & Literature  Phone Number: (618) 650-2016 

E-mail Address: hcarrut@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1432 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  6-8 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Foreign Language Technology Center, PH 2308 &  

Professor’s office, PH 2321 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The student-researcher will work on a experimental study for which he/she will acquire knowledge about language 

learning theory and the best practices in the development of second language oral proficiency, design pretests and 

post-tests, rate tests, and analyze data. This position is ideal for a language major (Spanish, German, or French) 

planning to become a language teacher or go to graduate school in linguistics, pedagogy, or language related fields.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The student-researcher will:  

   -Perform literature reviews related to the language education field or linguistics.  

   -Attend conversation hours to observe and pilot activities.  

   -Design pretest and post-test for experimental design research. 

   -Rate language tests 

   - Analyze data  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
By the end of the experience, the student-researcher will have acquired:  

   - in-depth knowledge about second language pedagogy and language acquisition theories  

   -the methodology for empirical research  

   -how to design pretest and post-test to measure learning gains  

   - learn basic data entry and statistical analysis with SPSS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students should be available to meet with the professor once a week and complete weekly research assignments. 

Research activities will take place at the professor's office, Foreign Language Technology Center, and the Lovejoy 

Library. Scheduled will be arranged around the availability of the professor and student. Please provide information 

in regards to language background/major, experience with research, experience with tutoring/teaching, and/or 

experience with statistical analysis.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
No prerequisite classes required, however, an overall G.P.A. 3.0 or higher preferred.  

 

 

 


